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4-H Family News

Happy New Year 4-H Families and Volunteers,
I hope that your holiday’s were relaxing and 
uneventful. 

Here’s a friendly reminder to the club 
leaders/treasurers, that MSU will need an account 
balance/treasury balance report as of December 31st.  
The official request has not come down yet, so I’m not 
sure what the submission date is, but be on the look 
out for more information.  If you’d like to send your 
balance’s as of the 31st of December, I will be grateful 
for the information!

Follow us on FB for more updates throughout the 
month (https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H) 

Sincerely,

Sunni Haglund

4-H Program Coordinator

Montcalm County

January 2024

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/

(989) 831 - 7500

msue.montcalm@county.msu.edu

Sunni Haglund (4-H Program 
Coordinator)

haglun10@msu.edu

Vicki Newcomb (Office Manager)

newcombv@msu.edu

211 W Main St, PO Box 368

Stanton, Michigan

48888

Montcalm County Committee Meeting times & locations

Fairboard Association | 1st Monday of the month | 7:00 p.m. | Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds

4-H Dog Committee  |  1st Thursday of the month  |  6:30 p.m.  |  Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/92086229811 passcode: 4Hdog)

4-H Horse Leaders  |  2nd Wednesday of the month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  Ash 
Building – Fairgrounds & via zoom 
(https://msu.zoom.us/j/96502762151 passcode: Horse)

4-H Council |  3rd Monday of the month  |  6:30 p.m. |  MSUE office & via 
zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/95340301576 passcode: Council)

4-H Community Connection Committee (CCC)  |  3rd Monday of the 
month  |  7:00 p.m.  |  via zoom (https://msu.zoom.us/j/95542684298 
passcode: 4HCCC)

4-H Small Animal Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:00 p.m.  |  
Ash Building  - Fairgrounds

4-H Youth Livestock Committee  |  4th Monday of the month  |  6:30 
p.m.  |  Ash Building  - Fairgrounds

https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/
mailto:msue.county@county.msu.edu
mailto:haglun10@msu.edu


Committee News
Fair Association (https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds) 

Our next meeting will be January 8th at 7pm at the Ash Building. All 
are welcome to attend.  

Advisory Council
Our next meeting is January 15th at 6:30pm on Zoom.  The zoom 
link is on the 1st page of this newsletter.  Check out our new 4-Her of 
the Year application!  The new due date is March 1st.  Feel free to 
send comments/suggestions to Sunni or Kim.

Dog Committee (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492)
The next Dog Committee meeting is January 4th at 6:30pm at the 
Ash Building.  County-wide dog practice updates will be posted on 
the Facebook page.  Stay tuned for more information.

Community Connections (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492)

Our meetings follow the Advisory Council meetings, on the 3rd 
Monday of the month via Zoom.  The January/February challenge, is 
collecting new/handmade toys to the Helen DeVos Childrens 
Hospital.  Please message 4HCCC for drop off locations or bring 
them to the MSU Extension office here in Stanton.  

Marketing / Events Committee  
(https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds) 

On January 20th, there is going to be a HUGE Mega Raffle taking 
place at the Ash Building from 7pm to 10:30pm.  The proceeds from 
this event will go towards improvements at the fairgrounds.  The 
committee is asking if there are any clubs interested in contributing 
to a gift basket to raffle off.  For more information, see page 12, or 
go to our website to see what other events are coming up! 
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/events 

https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1847422928809492
https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCountyFairgrounds
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/events


Montcalm County Fair Association Agricultural Club (Fair 
Livestock Committee) (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1634532730117422)

Our next meeting will be January 22nd at 7pm, at the Ash Building.  
Hope to see you all there!

Committee News

Youth Livestock Committee

Our next meeting will be January 22nd at 6:30pm, at the Ash 
Building.  If you’re a youth market exhibitor, we’d love to have you 
brainstorm ideas with us.

Shooting Sports Update

See page 18 for an informative letter from the new 4-H Shooting 
Sports Club (4-H Precision Seekers). If you or your youth is 
interested, please reach out to Scott at 616-826-6310.  If you or your 
youth is interested in Archery (Shootin and Showin), please reach 
out to Amanda Moran at 989-287-0979.

Small Animal Committee (https://www.facebook.com/groups/2021686638080972) 

Our next meeting will be January 22nd at 6pm, at the Ash Building.  
Our committee, Youth Livestock and the MCFAAC will be working 
together to put on marketing clinics in March and April.  These 
clinics will include information about how the auction runs, how to 
market yourself and your project, writing a good buyers’ letter, and 
in-person YQCA training (to name a few). Come to the meetings to 
help us plan and make these clinics the best they can be for our 
kids.

Horse Leaders (https://www.facebook.com/groups/623810004403480)

Our next meeting will be January 10th at 7pm at the Ash Building.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1634532730117422
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2021686638080972
https://www.facebook.com/groups/623810004403480


COUNTY 4-H NEWS

Record books are back up on the website and are ready for the kids to 
start working on them.  Go to https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-
county/montcalm_county_4_h/4_h_record_books and find your project 
area.  If you have any questions, feel free to reach out! 

The Mindfulness A to Z for 
Families program at the 
Tamarack District Library 
was a great time! If you or 
your club would be interested 
In hosting this in your area or 
at a club meeting, please reach 
out and let me know.

haglun10@msu.edu 

Montcalm County Extension Office 
4-H / District 8 
(https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H/) / 
(https://www.facebook.com/District8MSUE)

https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h/4_h_record_books
https://www.canr.msu.edu/montcalm-county/montcalm_county_4_h/4_h_record_books
mailto:haglun10@msu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/MontcalmCounty4H/
https://www.facebook.com/District8MSUE


COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Other Services Offered:

MSUE Master 
Gardener Hotline: 

1-888-678-3464 

The hotline is open 
weekdays between 9-
noon and 1 – 4 p.m. 

Select option “1” to 
speak directly with a 
gardening expert.

Ask an Expert: 

Ask Extension offers 
one-to-one answers 
from MSU Extension 
experts and 
Extension Master 
Gardener volunteers 
on topics such as 
lawns, gardening, 
agriculture, nutrition 
and physical activity, 
food safety, food 
preservation, natural 
resources, 
community 
development, youth 
programming and 
more! 

Ask here: 
https://www.canr.msu
.edu/outreach/ask-
an-expert

• 4-H CCC January/February Challenge Date: 1/1 – 2/29

• Dog Committee meets Date: 1/04/2023

• Fairboard meets Date: 1/08/2023

• Horse Leaders meet Date: 1/10/2023

• County Wide Dog Practice Date: TBD / See FB page

• 4-H Advisory Council meets (ZOOM) Date: 1/15/2023

• Community Connections meets Date: 1/15/2023

• Small Animal Committee meets Date: 1/22/2023

• Youth Livestock Committee meets Date: 1/22/2023 

• MCFAAC meets Date: 1/22/2023

• Feeder Beef, Goat, Sheep, Prospect Date: 4/14/2024

Weigh-in/Tagging

• Final Feeder Beef, Goat, Sheep, Prospect Date: 4/26/2024

Weigh-in/Tagging

Times and locations for each 4-H committee meeting can be 
found on the front page of this newsletter!

Don’t forget to visit the Montcalm County 
Fairgrounds webpage 

https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/. 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://www.canr.msu.edu/outreach/ask-an-expert
https://montcalmcountyfairgrounds.com/


Livestock Market Weigh In 
Information: 



STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

Resolve to have a great 4-H year

Adapted from: https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/resolve_to_have_a_great_4_h_year.

As we start the New Year, how can 4-H clubs resolve to improve in the year ahead? Here 
are ten suggestions to make the upcoming year a successful one.

Resolve that:
1. Club meetings will start and end on time.
2. Business meetings will follow Robert's Rules of Order and that all club paperwork, such 

as minutes, club inventory and financial statements, will be completed in a timely 
manner.

2024 4-H Day at the Breslin Center

MSU Extension invites 4-H members, families, volunteers and staff members to join 
them Feb. 24 for Michigan 4-H Day at the Breslin. This fun family event will be held at 
the Jack Breslin Student Events Center as the MSU women’s basketball team takes 
on the Rutgers Scarlet Knights.

The 18th annual event celebrates the 4-H and MSU Extension community. Attendance 
is free for MSU Extension friends, Michigan 4-H members and their families, MSU 
Extension and 4-H volunteers, as well as MSU Extension professionals. Make ticket 
reservations at extension.msu.edu/4HDayatBreslin2024.

3. All members will take part in discussions and have a say in decisions that are made.

Keep a chart with each members’ name and when they speak at business meetings.

4. The club meeting place will be a safe, comfortable and welcoming environment for all club members.

5. Fun will be included in each meeting.

6. A learning activity will be included in each club meeting. Ideas include exploring a new 4-H curriculum, having 

members volunteer to do a demonstration, doing a show and tell about each members' favorite project, or bringing in a 

guest speaker.

7. The club will pursue at least one community service project chosen, planned and celebrated by the club.

8. New members will have a buddy they may talk with about any 4-H questions.

9. The 4-H pledge will be said at every meeting.

10. Every club member will be recognized in some way to let them know they are cared about.

“Our 4-H programs reach every county in the state and 4-H Day at the Breslin is a fun way to bring that community together for a 
day of comradery and celebration,” said Julie Chapin, director of MSU Extension children and youth programs. “We can’t wait to 
join with the youth, families, volunteers and staff that make these programs possible.”

4-H Day at the Breslin participants are encouraged to come early to partake in MSU Extension games and activities throughout 
the concourse. Doors will open at 12:30 p.m., with tip-off scheduled for 2 p.m. Participants are encouraged to show their pride 
and wear green and white 4-H or MSU Extension apparel. Michigan 4-H will be showcased during the halftime show as a group 
of 4-H youth will lead the crowd in reciting the 4-H pledge.

Visitors to Breslin Center events must comply with MSU’s clear bag policy. For more information on this event, contact your local 
MSU Extension office.

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/resolve_to_have_a_great_4_h_year
https://events.anr.msu.edu/4HBreslin2024/
https://breslincenter.com/nobagpolicy


STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 9: 4-H Wild Spartans - Anishinaabe Perspectives in Natural Resources Management

Online

This month’s 4-H Wild Spartans Series will delve into how tribes use traditional knowledge and 

values (giikendaasowin) in natural resources management. Meet Brad Silet, biologist with the Sault 

Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, learn about his field work, and the education and career path 

he followed to get there. This free series is open to 4-H and non-4-H youth ages 12-19.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-series-2023-2024-jan

January 17: Adulting 101 - Psychology of Spending and Saving

Online

The 4-H Adulting 101 series helps young people prepare for college or life on their own through free 

online sessions. Join this session to reflect on your personal financial journey, your emotional 

connection to money, and gain budgeting resources to help you along the way.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/psychology

January 22: The Parent Talk System Webinar Series

Online

The Parent Talk System is a FREE online course for parents of toddlers to teens to improve 

communication and provide strategies for raising confident, caring, responsible children. 

www.canr.msu.edu/events/the-parent-talk-system-webinar-series-january-2024

January 23: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar - Teaching Science When You Don’t 

Know Diddley-Squat

Online

Explore ways 4-H volunteers can utilize a series of science lessons from MSU Extension that can be 

taught with no science background and household materials. This series will provide volunteers with 

a variety of learning opportunities to help them grow as a volunteer and support Michigan 4-H’ers. 

This session will be offered twice, once as a daytime option and once as an evening option.

• 12 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-teaching-

science-when-you-don-t-know-diddley-squat

• 7 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-teaching-

science-when-you-don-t-know-diddley-squat7pm

February 17: 4-H Animal Science Career Quest

MSU Campus, East Lansing

Interested in a career working with animals? Learn more about career paths in animal science and 

veterinary medicine, as well as the MSU programs that can get you there! This program is a joint 

effort of Michigan 4-H, the MSU Department of Animal Science, and the MSU College of Veterinary 

Medicine. It is open to youth ages 12-19 and 4-H volunteers. Registration closes Feb. 1.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-animal-science-career-quest-2024

 

Join Michigan 4-H and 
MSU Extension for a fun 
day at Comerica Park to 
watch the Detroit Tigers 
take on the Kansas City 
Royals! 4-H youth, 
volunteers, staff and their 
families will enjoy 
discounted tickets. In 
addition, Michigan 4-H 
guests will receive:

• A dual-branded 
Michigan 4-H and 
Detroit Tigers item 
(details to be released 
shortly).

• An exclusive pregame 
on-field opportunity. 

• A portion of each ticket 
sold donated to 
Michigan 4-H.

Tickets are available in a 
variety of locations 
throughout the stadium, 
with prices ranging from 
$27 - $59. To order your 
tickets, visit 
www.canr.msu.edu/events
/michigan-4-h-day-with-
the-detroit-tigers. 

Reserve your 
tickets for Michigan 

4-H Day with the 
Detroit Tigers

http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-series-2023-2024-jan
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/psychology
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/the-parent-talk-system-webinar-series-january-2024
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-teaching-science-when-you-don-t-know-diddley-squat
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-teaching-science-when-you-don-t-know-diddley-squat
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-teaching-science-when-you-don-t-know-diddley-squat7pm
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-teaching-science-when-you-don-t-know-diddley-squat7pm
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-animal-science-career-quest-2024
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-day-with-the-detroit-tigers
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-day-with-the-detroit-tigers
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STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August 8: Bubble Day at the Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens

Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing

As we explore the wonderful world of bubbles we will paint, eat and even make music with bubbles.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day

August 11: 4-H Children's Garden 30th Birthday Party

Michigan 4-H Children's Gardens, East Lansing

We will celebrate the garden's pearl birthday with activities and games. We will open the time 

capsule, eat cake and much more!

www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-30th-birthday-party

August 13: Bee Palooza

Michigan Horticulture Gardens, East Lansing

Have you ever wanted to learn more about the insect pollinators around you? Join us for prizes, 

vendors, a bee petting zoo, face painting and more!

www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-beepalooza

August 13: Tri-County Archery Tournament

Washtenaw Sportsman’s Club, Ypsilanti Township

Archers to the line! 4-H archers aged 9 and up are welcome to meet fellow competitors and test their 

skill. Registration is due Aug. 6.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/tri-county-archery-tournament

August 15: Kayaking Days Presented by Antrim County 4-H

Paddles and Pedals, Bellaire

Learn water safety, paddle techniques, navigation and receive introduction to stewardship of inland 

waterways. Open to youth in Antrim, Otsego, Grand Traverse, Leelanau and Charlevoix counties.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/kayaking-days-presented-by-antrim-county-4-h

August 16: Adulting 101 – Eating Healthy on a Budget

Online

Preparing healthy food and staying within your budget does not have to be a challenge. Planning, 

preparing, and purchasing strategies will be shared so you can stretch your food dollars further.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-8-16

September 16: Festival of the Pines Archery Tournament

Maple Grove Park, Lake City

Archers to the line! 4-H members are invited to meet fellow competitors and test their skill

www.canr.msu.edu/events/festival-of-the-pines-archery-tournament

 

Welcome Back MSU 4-H 
Alumni Reception

Join MSU Extension for the 

sixth annual MSU Welcome 

Back 4-H Alumni Reception 

on Wednesday, September 6.

All current or former

4-H’ers attending MSU this fall 

are invited to stop by the 

grassy area on the north side 

of the Morrill Hall of Agriculture 

from 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

for networking and free dinner!

Members of the MSU

Extension staff will be on site to 

interact with 4-H alums and 

free pizza and pop will be

provided. Come to meet fellow 

4-H’ers, network with staff 

and students and have fun.

Learn more 

at www.canr.msu.edu/events/

msu-welcome-week-4-h-

alumni-reception.

http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/bubble-day
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/garden-30th-birthday-party
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-beepalooza
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/tri-county-archery-tournament
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/kayaking-days-presented-by-antrim-county-4-h
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-8-16
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/festival-of-the-pines-archery-tournament
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-welcome-week-4-h-alumni-reception
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-welcome-week-4-h-alumni-reception
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/msu-welcome-week-4-h-alumni-reception


4-H CCC December Challenge Recognition:



4-H CCC December Challenge Recognition:

Curious Clovers 4-H Club 
was able to support over 
20 local families with 
Christmas gifts this year, 
by setting up giving trees 
all around Cedar Springs! 

Winfield Hustlers 4-H 
Club conducted a bake 
sale during Lakeview’s 
Christmas in Lakeview 
event.  All funds raised 
were donated throughout 
each school within the 
county, for families in 
need! 
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